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AusVELS: Level 3
Places are both similar and different – Geography concepts: Place, Space
Measurement and Geometry  – Using units of measurement (ACMMG061)
 – Location and transformation (ACMMG065)

Before we go
•	 As a class, discuss the layout of the 

classroom and where furniture is 
placed.

•	 Using grid paper, students create a 
floor plan of the classroom. Students 
represent furniture and fixtures by tracing 
around building blocks (e.g. Lego). 

•	 Discuss units of measurement used to 
create floor plans. 

•	 Students examine simple examples 
of grid maps and record common 
features.

•	 Explain to students that they will be going 
for a walk to a local park, recording the 
location and measurements of the park 
and its features, for a map.

•	 In small groups, students will take 
measurements using a trundle 

wheel or tape measure, and record 
measurements on their ‘Measuring up’ 
chart (p.3). Students will also sketch the 
park, making a basic plan that includes 
the locations of its features.  

•	 Teacher note: Take a camera to 
photograph the park, to assist students 
to recall the locations of features.
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Out and about
•	 In small groups, students measure and 

record the perimeter of the park and its 
features using trundle wheels and/or 
tape measures.

•	 Students record measurements on their 
‘Measuring up’ chart.

•	 Remind students to observe the 
locations of buildings, play equipment, 
footpaths, and other features to include 
on their maps.

•	 Periodically call students together to 
ask questions such as:

 » How do you know that all features 
are being measured?

 » What interesting things have you 
seen or noticed? 

Lesson Plan Level 3: Geography/Mathematics 

Measuring up
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Key learning outcomes
Students will be able to:
•	 measure using common units of measurement 

(e.g. metres and centimetres)

•	 create and interpret simple grid map

Suggested time
Before we go: 90 minutes
Walk: 60 minutes
When we get back: 60 minutes
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When we get back
•	 Groups share their recorded 

measurements and discuss any 
differences.

•	 Provide students with a sheet of grid 
paper, or ask them to create their own. 
Discuss how the gridlines can help 
students to more accurately record 
locations on their map.

•	 Using information from their ‘Measuring 
up’ chart, sketches and photos, students 
create a map of the park, showing the 
location and measurement of buildings, 
pathways and other features. 

•	 Students share their maps, discussing 
similarities and differences. Students 
demonstrate their ability to interpret the 
maps of others. 

•	 Teacher note: Consider using the 
recordings, sketches and photographs 
to create a walking map of the park 
online to share with the school or 
community. Create the map using 
Walking Maps. For guidance, refer to 
the Teacher’s guide to Walking Maps.    

Suggested assessment
Assess student’s ability to:
•	 recognise and use common units of measurement
•	 read and use a simple grid map
•	 create a simple grid map

Further connections  
Students and their families could: 
•	 draw a simple grid map of the area between their home and 

school, comparing the map to those done in class 
•	 collect photographic evidence of what they mapped to share 

with the class
•	 complete a Smart Steps: for Families – Activity Sheet at home

Useful links
Walking Maps

www.walkingmaps.com.au

Resources
•	 large grid paper (for class floor plan)

•	 building blocks (e.g. Lego)

•	 sample grid maps

•	 small grid paper (for park map)

•	 trundle wheels and tape measures

•	 ‘Measuring up’ chart (p.3) (one per group)

•	 digital camera or smart phone (optional)

AusVELS Level 3
Strand Sub-strand Elaboration

Geography Geography inquiry and skills
Collect relevant geographical data and information, for 
example, by observing by interviewing, conducting surveys, 
measuring, or from sources such as maps, photographs, 
satellite images, the media and the internet (ACHGS020)

•	 using maps, ground and aerial photographs and satellite images or 
a digital application, for example, Google Earth, to identify, locate and 
describe different types of settlements

Represent the location of places and their features by 
constructing maps of appropriate scale that conform to 
cartographic conventions including scale, legend, title and 
north point, and describe their location using simple grid 
references, compass direction and distance (ACHGS022)

•	 making a plan of the classroom or home, using pictorial symbols 

•	 constructing maps to show the features of places, using basic 
cartographic conventions including map symbols title and north point.

Measurement 
and Geometry

Using units of measurement
Measure, order and compare objects using familiar metric units 
of length, mass and capacity (ACMMG061)

•	 recognising the importance of using common units of measurement 

•	 recognising and using centimetres and metres, grams and kilograms, 
and millilitres and litres

Location and transformation
Create and interpret simple grid maps to show position and 
pathways (ACMMG065)

•	 creating a map of the classroom or playground
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Group name:

Park
Item A  

(e.g. Toilets) Item B Item C Item D Item E

Length 
side 1

Length 
side 2

Width 
side 1

Width 
side 2

Other interesting observations:

Other features to be mapped:

’Measuring up’ chart


